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Figure 2.1: Relative direct radiative forcing of one ton of black
carbonaceous aerosol (blue) emitted over the course of one year,
compared to the radiative forcing of one ton of CO, (red) emitted over the

same period of time. Both axes are logarithmic. Although the radiative forcing
of BC is about 20 to 60 thousand times stronger while the BC is being emitted,
its effect plunges to zero shortly after the end of emission. The effects of CO,, in
contrast, linger for millennia.
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